
The Knox Company (makers of the Knox-Box, locks, etc.) has committed to an annual $1000 scholarship 
to send one Association member to the State Arson Conference in Austin.  This award is enough to cover 
registration, lodging and per diem.  We are naming the award The Sabino Vasquez Excellence Award in 
honor of the former Fort Worth Arson/Bomb Squad member and past TCFAIA President who succumbed 
to cancer in 2013. 

Nominations for this award will be accepted from January to November.  Nominations will be 
considered and the awardee announced at the December Association meeting.   

Nominees must be members of the Tarrant County Fire and Arson Investigators Association.  
Nominations may come from either other members or Departmental supervisors.  Nominations shall be 
in the form of a typed letter.  Nominations may be submitted in person at the Association meeting or to 
the Fort Worth Fire Department Fire Investigation Office at 715 Texas St. Fort Worth, TX 76102.  
Nominations may also be submitted electronically in PDF format to 
Edward.fishman@fortworthtexas.gov.  

Criteria for the award are based on the character and work ethics demonstrated by Sabino and are as 
follows: 

a. Dedication to duty:  always gets the job done, willingness to put the needs of the 
job/community before self 

b. Professionalism:  exhibits proficiency in and willingness to perform all aspects of the job 
c. Commitment to Self-Improvement:  constantly seeking to better oneself through 

training, education and networking with other professionals 
d. Commitment to Helping Others:  dedicates time and effort to training, development 

and assistance to less experienced members of their department and TCFAIA 
e. Positive Attitude:  always finds a way to win, treats all with respect 
f. Work Product:  quantity and quality of work accomplished (number and/or significance 

of cases filed, fires investigated, special projects accomplished, Task Force participation 
etc.) 
 

The awardee will be the nominee who best represents the criteria above, based on that individual’s 
nomination letter. The awardee will be selected by a committee of five members, representing a cross-
section of the Association’s demographic.  Each committee member will cast one vote.  
 
Please consider individuals within our organization who strive to live up to Sabino’s legacy.  Remember, 
the award will be based on the documentation presented to the committee, not on “popularity,” so put 
some thought into your nomination letters. 
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